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Email: ataro@mu.ac.ke, edwin.o.ataro@gmail.com
Telephone (mobile): +254 720 898 533

Professional profile
I am a university professor who has been involved in nurturing and mentoring young engineers for
many years. I am an accomplished researcher with over 15 publications in peer reviewed
international journals. I have research interests in renewable energy and environment as well as
telecommunication engineering. Part of my work has yielded two international patents, details of
which can be found at the world Intellectual Property Organisation website (www.wipo.org) and the
German patent office site. I have been involved in consultancy work for the Government of Kenya. I
also have many years of experience in corporate governance, having been a member of KENET
management board since 2011 and chairman of the same board since 2017.

Executive skills






Honesty and integrity
Good communicator
Mentoring and empowerment
Commitment and passion
Strategic management







Creativity and innovation
Quick decision making
Planning, execution and
monitoring
Team building
Organisational governance

Career summary
November 2019 – Present

Technical University of Kenya, Nairobi
Designation: Executive Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and
the Built Environment and Associate Professor in Electrical
Engineering

The faculty is the largest single destination for training engineering professionals in Kenya and offers
courses in various Engineering and related disciplines namely; Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical &
Biological Systems, Civil and Aeronautical Engineering. Others are Geospatial Sciences,
Construction Management, Architecture and the Built Environment.
October 1989 – Oct 2019

Moi University, Eldoret
Designation: Associate Professor in Electrical & Communication
Engineering Department (since 2015)
Currently on leave of absence at the Technical University of
Kenya, Nairobi serving as the Executive Dean of the Faculty of
Engineering and the Built Environment since November 2019.

joined Moi University as a Graduate Assistant and rose through the ranks as Lecturer, Senior
Lecturer and now Associate professor.
Key Appointments/Positions
 Lecturer, Associate Professor
 Digital Literacy Program Steering Committee member and Training Lead
 ICT Director
 Head of Department
 Project Leader, Institutional Development (INSTDEV) Project

October 2015 – October 2019
Moi University, Digital Literacy Program
Designation: Member, Steering Committee and Training Lead Member of the team that wrote
and won the tender with contact sum of KES 17 Billion.
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Key responsibilities
 Conceptualizing ideas for and writing the proposal in response to the EOI for the project
 Conceptualizing ideas for and writing the proposal in response to the RFP for the project
 Project planning and implementation including managing the training of end-users and
setting up the Digital Devices Assembly Plant
 Hiring and training of technical staff for the DLP project
Key achievements
 Winning the tender for the mega project covering almost 14,000 schools in 26 counties
 Successfully setting up a modern Digital Device Assembly Plant with a production capacity
of over1,300 devices per day
 Training over 6,800 end-users so far
April 2014 – October 2017 Moi University, Directorate of Information & Communication
Technology
Designation: ICT Director
The MU ICT Director is in charge of ICT issues in all MU campuses spread from Mombasa, Nairobi,
Yala to Kitale and Eldoret
Key responsibilities
 Overall administration of ICT infrastructure and the directorate staff
 Planning, design & development of new ICT infrastructure
 Maintenance and upgrading of existing ICT infrastructure and networks
 Automation of all important university functions.
 Design, development and roll out of information systems
 Design, development and maintenance of website
 Policy formulation, strategic planning
 Performance contracting analysis, formulation and execution
 Design & conducting in-house ICT training
 Special ICT tasks e.g. assisted in setting up KTS TV station(2014)
Key achievements
 Oversaw development of new ICT infrastructure and provision of computers in various
campuses through proposal -attracted funding of over 300,000 Euros
 Spearheaded development of an ICT strategic plan and four ICT related policies
Nov 2007 – April 2014
Engineering

Moi University, Department of Electrical & Communication
Designation: Head of Department

Led a department with over 600 students and over 40 academic, technical and support staff
providing academic and administrative leadership.
Key responsibilities
 Teaching, supervision of postgraduate students, curriculum development
 Initiating and nurturing partnerships, policy formulation
 Fund-raising through initiating of projects
Key achievements
 Nurtured and mentored hundreds of engineers
 Attracted funds to the tune of hundreds of millions for the university through partnerships
and projects (Safaricom, Huawei, VLIR-UOS)
June 2006 – May 2018

Moi University, VLIR-UOS Program
Designation: Project Leader, Institutional Development (INSTDEV)
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Project
The VLIR-UOS program was a collaboration project with Belgian universities running for a period of
12 years involving funding to the tune of KSh. 800 million
Key responsibilities
 Project planning, budgeting and management
 Design, procurement, installation, commissioning of systems (e.g. communication
networks, software and hardware, etc)
 Facilitating training at PhD, Masters, Bachelors and certificate levels
Key achievements
 Capacity building through training of staff at different levels
 Big improvement of teaching, communication and research facilities in the university
Oct 2011 – Oct 2019

Kenya Education Network (KENET)
Designation: Chairman, KENET Management Board (2017-2019),
Member, KENET Management Board (2011-2017)

KENET is a not–for–profit membership organization that provides sustainable and high speed
internet connectivity to Kenyan educational institutions, including universities and research
institutions through a national specialized and broadband private network. It has an annual
turnover of over KSh. 1.1 Billion.
Key responsibilities
 Strategic planning to guide and direct activities
 Ensuring effective management on behalf of the Board of Trustees
 Monitoring activities to ensure conformity with objectives and rules
 Policy formulation
Key achievements
 Growth of membership by a factor of over two
 Tripling of revenue
 Improvement in variety and quality of service

Education and qualifications







PhD, Magna cum Laude
– University of Kassel, Germany
M.Sc, Distinction
– University of Kassel, Germany
B.Tech., 1st class honours – Moi University
A-level, 23 points (4 principals) – St. Patricks High School, Iten
O-level, 9 points
– Kakamega High School
CPE, 34 points
– Township Primary School

2005
2000
1989
1984
1982
1978

Professional qualifications



Registered Graduate Engineer – B.6348
Member, Institution of Engineers of Kenya – G.4386

Languages
•
•
•

English (excellent)
German (very good)
Swahili (excellent)

References available on request
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